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Travel health update
Travel health can be complicated, and advice for health professionals and
travellers is ever-changing. In this regular feature, Jane Chiodini seeks out
and presents the latest travel advice and information to help you keep your
practice up to date. She also revisits areas of on-going concern, for spot
checks and further clarification
PGDS FOR PRIVATE TRAVEL
VACCINES IN ENGLAND –
BREAKING NEWS!
Legislation passed in 2000 brought patient
group directions (PGDs) and patient
specific directions (PSDs) into operation,
and at that time we were administering most
travel vaccines under PGDs. However, in
2007-2008, it emerged that the only travel
vaccines that could be administered under
a PGD in an NHS setting were the NHS
vaccines. (These were and still are hepatitis
A, typhoid, polio, cholera and ANY vaccine
that has one of these components within it
e.g. Revaxis is combined tetanus, polio and
diphtheria, so is NHS for travel in an NHS
setting).
The Human Medicines Regulations 2012
came into force on 14 August 2012 and it
would appear that within the statutory
document, an exemption was made for the
provision of prescribing within private
practice. In its GP Mythbuster 19: Patient
Group Directions (PGDs)/Patient Specific
Directions (PSDs) (December 2014) http://
www.cqc.org.uk/content/gp-mythbuster-19patient-group-directions-pgds-patientspecific-directions-psds, the Care Quality
Commission states: ‘A GP practice can, in
law, develop their own PGDs for use in their
private practice (non NHS work), for
example for the administration of travel
vaccines (such as yellow fever, rabies and
Japanese B Encephalitis). When doing this
they will need to make sure that they involve
the appropriate people in the development of
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