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General rules regarding vaccination 
 

 
The facts below are compiled from some of the more frequently asked questions about 

immunisation.  The evidence based answers (all referenced on 2nd page of this document) will 

hopefully help you to feel confident in your practice. 
 

 
 
 

 Recommendations on immunisation procedures are based on currently available evidence and 
experience of best practice. In some circumstances, this advice may differ from that in vaccine 
manufacturers’ Summaries of Product Characteristics (SPCs). When this occurs, the 
recommendations in this book (which are based on current expert advice received from 
the Joint Committee on Vaccination and Immunisation (JCVI)) should be followed.1

 

 
 If any course of immunisation is interrupted, it should be resumed and completed as soon as 

possible. There is generally no need to start any course of immunisation again, as immunological 
memory from the priming dose(s) is likely to be maintained. 2 (oral vaccines e.g. cholera would 
be an exception to this rule see page 104 of chapter 14 in the Green Book) 

 
 In the absence of documentation you cannot assume the patient has been vaccinated, 

therefore further vaccines for protection should be given (note this wording has been 
shortened so please see page 83/84 in the Green Book). 3 

 
 If two or more injections need to be administered at the same time, they should be given in 

separate sites, preferably in a different limb. If more than one injection is to be given in the 
same limb, they should be administered at least 2.5cm apart4 

 
 In general, it is acceptable to lengthen the intervals between doses and repeating previous 

vaccine doses is not necessary unless this is explicitly stated in the package insert. On the other 
hand, significant shortening of the intervals is not recommended. 5,6 

 
 There is no evidence that inactivated vaccines interfere with the immune response to live 

vaccines.  Therefore an inactivated can be administered simultaneously with or at any time 
before or after a different inactivated or live vaccine5 

 

 

    Immunisations should not be given into the buttock, due to the risk of sciatic 

nerve damage and the possibility of injecting the vaccine into fat rather than muscle7
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Change to Live Vaccine rules – 2nd September 2014 but updated and republished April 2015 

 
Information was posted on Public Health England at  https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/revised- 
recommendations-for-administering-more-than-1-live-vaccine 
and for direct access to the document 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/422798/PHE_recommendations_f 
or_administering_more_than_one_live_vaccine_April_2015FINAL_.pdf 

 

It included the following table which indicates that varicella and zoster vaccines can be given the same day or 4 
weeks apart with MMR 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For further immunisation resources see  http://www.janechiodini.co.uk/news/help/immunisation-resources/ 
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